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Introduction 
 Tourism: legacy of A.-U. Monarchy 

 Opatija, Mali Lošinj, Poreč, Crikvenica… Zadar, Hvar… 

 Opatija 
 1844 “Villa Angiolina” (Iginio Scarpa) 

 Railways (1873), passenger ships 

 Fishing village  elite tourist resort 

 Health tourism (Julius Glax, Leopold Schrötter von 
Kristelli) 

 Social and cultural change (town, region…) 

 Cosmopolitan life 
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Introduction 
 Accessing a past way of life 

 State Archives in Rijeka, Museum of Tourism in 
Opatija… 

 Heterogeneous data 
 Visual materials 

 Magazines, journals, newspapers 

 Tourist guides 

 Other primary sources: guest books, personal and family 
archives, correspondence, etc. 

 Secondary sources 
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Visual materials: postcards 
 Information about tourists: origin, addressee, 

language, attitudes, opinions… 
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Magazines, newspapers, etc. 
 “Adria”, “Sport und Salon”, “Illustrierte österreichische 

Riviera Zeitung”, “Kur- und Bade-Zeitung der 
österreichischen Riviera” 

 Addresses of hotels and physicians’ practices, social 
events, theatre and cinema programmes, exhibition 
announcements, weather forecasts, etc. 

 Lists of newly-arrived guests 

 Higher and middle class 

 Details: Title, name, origin (city), number of people, 
hotel 
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Magazines, newspapers, etc. 
 “Kur- und Bade-Zeitung 

der österreichischen 
Riviera” 

 Complete list 
 increasingly middle-

class 

 Government officials, 
business owners, 
doctors, army officers, 
artists, wealthier 
students… 
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Magazines, newspapers, etc. 
 Advertisements 

 Local tourism: 
accommodation, health 
treatments, excursions, 
shops, etc. 

 Also: businesses in other 
parts of the Monarchy 

 Single cultural and 
communicative sphere 
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Guest books 
 “Golden Book of 

Opatija”, guest book of 
the “Adria Club” 

 Signatures of many 
notable guests: Emperor 
Franz Joseph, German 
Emperess Victora , etc. 
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Everyday life 
 Also permanent residents 

 Tourism development  urban development 

 Institutions, businesses 

 local government offices, post office, telegraph office, 
fire brigade, police station… 

 commercial enterprises, physicians’ practices, 
pharmacies, shops, etc. 

 Growing middle-class society 
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Everyday life 
 Julius Glax’s guidebook 

Putovogja za lječilišne gostove 
(1909) 

 strong commercial connections 
within the Monarchy 

 free movement of people, goods 
and capital 
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Everyday life 
 population: mixture of native inhabitants and 

newcomers 

 Higher-class: aristocracy, wealthy industrialists 

 Middle-class: officials, small business owners, specialists 

 Lower-class: servants, “hospitality industry” employees 
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Address book 
 address book of Volosko, Opatija, Veprinac and Ika 

(1914) 
 indication of origin (or ethnic background) of 

“ordinary”, middle class citizens 

 German/Austrian, Hungarian, Italian, Croatian/Slavic  

 Complex composition; no direct connection ethnicity-
class 

 Difficulties establishing ethnicity 
 translation or transliteration of (first and/or last) names: 

Franz Slavić, Josef Laginja, Julius Czismadia, Marie Sichich, 
etc. 

 

 
12 



Address book 
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Address book 
 Business section: names of businesses and owners 

 Živnostenská banka, Krainische Baugesellschaft in Laibach,  

 Societies: 
 Ortsgruppe Abbazia des österreichischen Flottenvereines, 

Adria-Club, Verein der Ärzte des Kurortes Abbazia, 
Abbazianer Kaufmänischer Verein, Tierschutzverein, 
Jagdclub Abbazia, Opatijsko društvo za promet stranaca, 
Podružnica Družbe sv. Ćirila i Metoda za Istru u Opatiji, 
Hrvatsko pjesničko društvo “Lovor”, Čitaonica “Zora”, 
Slovensko izobraževalno in podporno društvo, etc 

 Mostly Austrian, some Croatian and a few Slovenian 

 Staff: mixed (esp. in Austrian ones) 
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Everyday life 
 Urban transformation 

 Multicultural and 
multiconfessional 
society 

 Protestant and Jewish 
communities 
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Everyday life 
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Conclusion 
 Everyday life practices 

 Large quantity of very diverse data 

 Anthropological, holistic approach 
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Thank you! 
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