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Paragraph 3 of the Decree XIX.  

 

ƁòIn those lands which are home to various 
ethnic groups, the institution of public 

education shall be organized in such a way 

that each of these groups receives the means 

to be educated in its own language, without 

being forced to learn second regional 

languageó 



·Paragraph 6. Imperial Primary Education 

Act from May 14th 1869.  

 

Ɓò the teaching language and the teaching on 

other languages in the country is to be 

decided within the limits set by law and 

district  school council, after listening to those 

who support the schoolsó 



Primary education in Istria 

·Public state schools 

 

·Private schools opened by associations that were 
involved in national revival movements on both sides 

 
ƁPrivate Italian schools  

¶Pro Patria (1885) 

¶Lega Nazionale (1891 ) 

¶Until WWI: 76 schools and kindergarten,  

 

ƁPrivate Croatian schools  
¶DruĤba Ļirila i Metoda za Istru, (1893) 

¶First schools from 1896,  

¶Baderna, KaĢtelir (Poreľ district) 

¶1896-1914: 43 schools, 11 kindergartens (2 for Istrians in exile, 
Moravia, Chech republic) 



Primary education in Istria 

·Diversity of primary language in Istria  

(apart from Rovinj district) 

 

·at least 7% of the students are multilingual 

(in every district, for example Pula 18,8%   

LoĢinj: 15,9% ) 



Primary education in Istria 

·In in many districts a certain number of 
Croatian- and Slovenian-speaking children 
either do not attend school at all or attend 
Italian- or German-language schools (Barbaliļ, 
1918) 

·In several cases, Italian-language schools were 
operating in areas with very few Italian-speaking 
children, which would imply that the majority of 
the students were Croatian- or Slovenian-
speaking  
 



Primary education in Istria 

 

 1902.  

·7 Croatian schools had Italian as an elective subject,  

·4 four Italian schools had Croatian as an elective 
subject.  

 

·many Croatian-language schools were actually using 
schoolbooks in Italian, because this is what they were 
sent by the educational authorities and Croatian ones 
werenõt always readily available.  

 

·Teachers from all parts of the Monarchy: Dalmatian, 
Slovenian, Czech, Moravian and Slovak teachers 



Primary schools in ġijana (Pula) 

Ɓ Croatian school  

 

Ɓ 1898 School in ġijana 
(part of Pula)  

Ɓ (3rd school of DruĤba 

in Istria) 

Ɓ Very few data survived 

fascist period  

· Italian school 

 

· 1901.Italian primary school in 

ġijana 

· Borgo Siana ð Francesco 

Petrarca  

· Offers free kindergarten, 

books and meals 



Utraquist schools 

·Utraquist schools in the first 2 or 3 years 

classes would be taught in one language, with 

the other language present as an obligatory 

subject, and then the languages would switch, 

and the other language would then be the main 

teaching language, with the first language as an 

obligatory subject. 

Ɓ(Croatian-Italian, Slovene-Italian) 

 

·Majority of these schools were in Poreľ district  

 



Education in Pula 

·Italian schools with Croatian as elective subject 

·Croatian schools with Italian as compulsory or 
elective subject 

·German schools with high percentage of non-
native German speakers 

·Overall high percentage of bilingual students in 
German and Italian schools 



Higher education in Istria 

·Italian high schools (Kopar, Trieste 

·German high school (1836-1890, Pazin, 1890-

1914, Pula) 

Ɓ1899/1900 Croatian Gymnasium was opened in Pazin 

Ɓ1899/1900 Italian Gymnasium was opened in Pazin 

 

·There were trilingual schools as well, like the 

crafts school in Pula, where classes were taught 

in Italian, German and Croatian (Demarin) 



Higher education (Italian) 

Kopar, Trieste: Italian high schools 

 

·Kopar 

ƁFrom  1860 only in Italian 

ƁFrom 1873 ð German as obligatory language 

in all classes. 

¶(Croatian and Slovene languages were not present) 



Higher education in Istria 
German Gymnasium in Pazin (Mitterburg) (1836-

1890) (after that it moves to Pula),  
 
From 1873. it became public school, German as 

teaching language 
 
From 1849 2 hours of Croatian i.e Illyrian  language a 

week) 

 

· 1881. report 

ƁEveryday language of the pupils (according to 
the questionnaire) 

 

· Italian: 73 

· Croatian: 46 

· German: 4 

· Slovene: 4 

· Czech: 1 

 

· Mostly Slavic surnames 

· Trilingual guidelines for the new academic year 
 (German, Croatian, Italian) 

 

 

 



German Gymnasium (1890) 

·Obligatory languages  

ƁLatin: 8 hours a week (late 6) 

ƁGreek: 5 hours a week (later 4) 

ƁGerman: 5 hours a week (later 4) 

·Elective languages  

ƁItalian: 3 hours a week (28 pupils) 

ƁCroatian: 2 hours a week (11 pupils) 

 



Program of Croatian Gymnasium in Pazin (1899-1918) 

Subject 
Number of hours/weekly 

Total 
I. II. III.  IV. V. VI. VII.  VIII.  

 Religion 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 16 

 Latin language 8 8 6 6 6 6 5 5 50 

 Greek language - - 5 4 5 5 4 5 28 

 Croatian language 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 26 

 German language 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 24 

 History - 3 3 4 3 3   

 Geography 3 }4  - }4  - - - - }27 

 Mathematics 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 24 

 Biology 2 2 - 2 2 - - 

 Physics - }2  3  19 (20) 

 Chemistry - - 3 - - 2 3/4/ 

Philosophy - - - - - - - 2 4 

Drawing 4 4 4 4 - - - - 16 

 Total 29 30 31 32 28 28 28 
28 

(29) 

234 

(235) 



  

Course 
Class 

Number of students engaged (by number and by academic year) 

No.of 

groups 

03.

/04

. 

 04./

05. 

 05./

06. 

 06./

07. 

 07./

08. 

 08./

09. 

  09./

10. 

 10./

11. 

 11./1

2. 

 12./1

3. 

13./1

4. 

Caligraphy 
I. - 

II. 
2 38 57 69 76 47 43 - - - - - 

Italian 

language 

I. - 

VIII.  
2 

11

4 
158 190 206 190 179 185 obvezno - 2 

French 

language 

IV.- 

VIII.  
2 - - - - - - 53 52 54 62 52 

Gymnastics 
I. - 

VIII.  
6 

12

3 
139 136 146 118 98 103 98 101 obvezno 

Singing 
I. - 

VIII.  
6 

13

8 
177 167 136 112 96 95 96 85 89 108 

Stenography 
V. - 

VIII.  
2 - - 85 46 36 55 17 28 14 25 39 

Drawing 
V. - 

VIII.  
2 - - - - 19 16 16 6 9 12 5 

Descriptive 

geography 
VIII.  2 - - - - - - - - - - 10 

8 elective subjects 






